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GOVERNMENT PURCHASES OF APPLES 


F. 8S. C. C. Starts P m of Bu A for 
Relief pples 


A press release September 21 announced approval of a 
national program for purchase of apples by the Federal Sur- 
plus Commodities Corporation. It is understood that confer- 
ences with apple growers and horticultural extension special- 
ists in regard to crop surpluses have been completed recently 
in the important commercial states. Purchasing agents rep- 
resenting the corporation are now in the field and buying 
operations will be generally under way by the first week in 
October. 


Administration officials are correcting erroneous impres- 
sions regarding the program that received circulation in the 
press after one of the recent state conferences. These state- 
ments related to quotas for certain states. It is declared that 
no quotas have been considered and that no decision has yet 
been reached either as to the total volume of apples that may 
be purchased or in regard to the amount to be purchased in 
any given locality. 


In 1935 the Agricultural Adjustment Administration pur- 
chased some 4,200 carloads of apples, or approximately 
2,400,000 bushels, for relief distribution during a three 
months’ buying program. The volume that can be purchased 
will necessarily depend on the quantity that can be distributed 
to families on relief rolls. This cannot be determined until 
the program has been under way for some time. However, 
while relief rolls are reduced now in comparison to 1935, the 
period available for distribution may last as long as eight 
months whereas this period was only three months in the 
spring of 1935. This situation indicates a possibility of pur- 
chases substantially exceeding those in 1935. It is stated 
that so far as practicable purchases by the A.A.A. will be in 
bulk in order to avoid costs of packaging. Officials of the 
A.A.A. stated that while consideration will be given to making 
purchases in those areas where the market is in greatest dis- 
tress, there is no intention of endeavoring to peg the price 
at any specific point, as was donc in grapefruit last winter. 
With a total crop in sight of approximately 200 million 
bushels, the impossibility of price-pegging is readily apparent. 

The purchase policy in different regions will be governed 
by the local situation as to surplus of commercial fruit avail- 
able, varieties, grades, storage facilities and available market 
outlets. 


During the past week purchases have actually been made 
by the A. A. A. in Virginia and the Appalachian region, in- 
cluding Pennsylvania, of Grimes Golden apples for 50 cents 
a packed bushel, or 50 cents a cwt. for U. S. Utility Grade. 
In Virginia only York Imperials were bought at 60 cents a 
bushel for a combination grade of U. S. No. 1 and Utility. In 
Michigan, Wealthy was bought at 45 cents per bushel for 
U. S. No. 1. In Idaho, Idaho Fancy (Jonathan) was bought 


in baskets at 60 cents a bushel and in Washington, Washing- 
ton Fancy was bought for the same price in boxes. These 
prices directly relate to prevailing commercial prices and 
may be changed as the season advances. 


Case Against Fiber Container Maker Closed 


The Federal Trade Commission has closed its case against 
Corrugated Container Corporation, 230 Third Ave., Brooklyn, 
which was noted in the INrornmation Letter for August 28th, 
for the reason that the company has entered into a stipulation 
to discontinue the unfair method of competition alleged in a 
complaint issued by the Commission. 


The company agreed to cease stamping its corrugated fiber 
boxes in any manner so as to imply that they bear the official 
stamp of compliance and meet the construction require- 
ments embodied in the railroad companies’ rules, which are 
on file with the Interstate Commerce Commission. 


In closing the case the Commission reserved the right to 
reopen it should the facts so warrant. 


Canadian Carryover of Canned Tomatoes 


This year’s pack of canned tomatoes in Canada will come 
on what is practically a bare market as the stock of canned 
tomatoes held by canners, wholesale dealers and chain stores 
in that country on July Ist was only 346,579 cases as com- 
pared with 975,950 cases on the corresponding date in 1935, 
according to statistics reported by the American commercial 
attache at Ottawa. Of the total cases of last year’s pack, only 
91,000 were in the hands of the canners at the end of July, 
the smallest stock in several years, it was reported. Increased 
consumption in Canada coupled with an increased export 
trade are two factors which have contributed to this condi- 
tion, according to the report. 


CONTROL OF PUMPKIN CONTAMINATION 


Sources of Thermophilic Contamination May Be 
in Wilters or 


With the advent of the 1937 pumpkin pack, attention is 
called to the necessity for close control of contamination dur- 
ing the preparation of the product for canning. Since 1933 
the Research Laboratory has made surveys in sections where 
pumpkin is canned and various sources of contamination have 
been disclosed. The significant results of these surveys have 
been called to the attention of the industry at various times, 
particularly at the Canning Problems Conference at the 1937 
convention in Chicago and in articles appearing in trade 
journals (“Review of Field Activities of the Past Four Years 
on Pumpkin”, Canning Age, March 1937; Canner, Conven- 
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tion Number, February 27, 1937; Canning Trade, March 22, 
1937). 

In the Appendix to the Association's Bulletin 26-L (page 
42) are presented certain suggestions based upon a study of 
systems used by a majority of pumpkin canners. It is re- 
emphasized that wooden equipment is, in general, objection- 
able and that wooden box wilters or wooden tower wilters 
should be lined with metal if this is practicable. It states 
also that both metal and wood boxes used as continuous wilters 
may be sources of contamination because they are difficult to 
clean and cool. 

With reference to continuous conveyor presses, attention 
is called to the type of equipment consisting essentially of 
two moving belts the distance between which decreases toward 
the outlet end of the press. These presses, of which there 
are various modifications, are complicated mechanically and 
the parts vary in temperature. Where the temperature is 
favorable to thermophilic growth, there may be bacterial 
development. From the viewpoint of contamination control, 
the screw type press is much to be preferred. In this equip- 
ment the pumpkin is “wormed” through a tapering per- 
forated screen. During operation, the temperature of all 
parts is so high no growth is possible. This screw press is 
readily accessible for cleaning. 


Sometimes it is the practice to concentrate the pumpkin 
juice that comes from the press, and to add the concentrated 
juice to the pumpkin at the finisher. This system is satis- 
factory when the general packing procedure is such as to 
keep contamination at a low level. However, the concentra- 
tion of contamination is increased as the volume of juice is 
reduced by evaporation, and such contamination as may be 
present is returned to the product when the juice is not 
discarded. 

Owing to such factors as the use of different varieties of 
raw product, method of pretreatment, variety, composition, 
etc., the rate of heat penetration of pumpkin and squash is 
so variable that no process is generally applicable, and none 
are suggested in Bulletin 26-L. It is there stated, however, 
that for process suggestions a research laboratory connected 
with the canning industry should be consulted. Where a 
canner requests such information he should at the same time 
submit a sample of his product to illustrate its consistency 
so that the laboratory may have some idea as to its heat pene- 
tration. If pumpkin or squash of more than one consistency 
is packed, samples to represent the various degrees of con- 
sistency should be submitted. 


New Applicants for Membership 


Last week a copy of the Membership List revised to Sep- 
tember 13, 1937, was sent to each member of the Association. 
After the List went to press the Association received a num- 
ber of applications for membership, which necessarily could 
not be included in the publication. These applicants are as 
follows: 

Old Faithful Company, Inc., Astoria, Oregon 
Bugge Fisheries, Richardson, Washington 
Diamond “K” Packing Company, Wrangell, Alaska 
Leisure Packing Company, Elwood, Indiana 
H. T. Daniel & Sons, Deltaville, Virginia 
H. L. Brignac & Co., Inc., New Orleans, Louisiana 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot ts as R of 
of Agriculture 


Week ending— Season total to— 


Beans, snapandlima 12 8,026 8,112 
| 1,025 136 21,993 
pose 121 117 115 6,874 6,592 
20 34 29 «67,5385 88, 231 
Domestic, compet- 
tons directly .... 1,637 2,079 2,520 60,019 62,254 
ing indirectly... 70 8 87 183 
Fauits 
Citrus, domestic.... 1,732 1,334 1,263 130,286 137,066 
Imports......... 22 43 20 362 310 


61,110 52,471 


J. J. Rogers Passes On 


J. J. Rogers, secretary-treasurer of the Indiana Canners 
Association since 1934, died at his home at Pendleton, In- 
diana, on the evening of September 22nd at the age of 73 
years. Funeral services were held at Pendleton on the after- 
noon of Saturday, September 25th. 

The Indiana Canners Association in the announcement of 
Mr. Rogers’ death, paid a tribute to him which well expresses 
the feeling of everyone who enjoyed his acquaintance: 

“For many years, Mr. Rogers was identified with the Indiana 
canning industry and in the past few years has been our able 
and efficient secretary, truly a member of the ‘Old Guard’. A 
true Christian and always a perfect gentleman in every sense 
of the word, he had come to fill a part in the life of his 
community, in association affairs and the lives of all the 
friends with whom he associated (and to know him was to 
be his friend) that could be filled by himself alone in his 
own matchless way. His loss will be the more keenly felt as 
the days pass by.” 


Magnesium Sulfate Ineffective in Mexican Bean 
Beetle Control 


Magnesium sulfate used as a spray for control of the 
Mexican bean beetle had no effect on larvae of this insect 
even when used in a concentration 100 times as great as the 
dosage of calcium arsenate, which is fatal to the beetle larvae, 
according to tests recently made in the Columbus, Ohio, 
laboratory of the Bureau of Entomology and reported in the 
September 24th issue of Science. Previously, magnesium 
sulfate was thought to be effective in control of this pest, due 
to the fact that users of it were not familiar with the biology 
of the insect and believed that the treatment had killed them; 
large quantities of this material were sold in certain areas. 
Even with the greater concentration mentioned above, used 
in the tests referre( to, the larvae fed on the treated foliage, 
consumed as much leaf area as the larvae placed on untreated 
foliage, and molted successfully. 
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Employment and Payrolls 


The following indexes on employment and payrolls pub- 
lished by the Bureau of Labor Statistics are the latest now 
available. They are based on the average for 1923-25 as 


100 per cent. 
Employment Payrolls 
Aug. July Aug. . July A 
1937 193 1936 1 
. 102.2 101.4 93.5 103.7 100.4 83.5 
278.1 209.8 252.5 294.2 245.0 231.1 


Bean Mosaic Prevalence in New York 


A survey of the prevalence of bean mosaic in New York 
State, made during the latter part of July, showed much less 
injury from this disease than in recent years, according to a 
statement appearing in the September 15th issue of the Plant 
Disease Reporter. Spread of this disease, which has been a 
serious trouble with Green Refugee bean crops in New York, 
appeared to have been less in 1937 than in 1936, when it was 
not as rapid as previously. By the end of July it has usually 
been present in all fields and in most fields the infection has 
been 100 per cent. It has curled the leaves, reduced the 
yield, and lowered the quality of the canned product. 


In order to combat the disease, the resistant varieties Wis- 
consin Refugee and Idaho Refugee were developed at the 
University of Wisconsin, and many canners are now using 
either one of these varieties or both. Neither of the new 
types showed any of the common bean mosaic and the vines 
were distinctly more vigorous than those of ordinary Refugee. 

Both of these varieties, however, showed approximately 10 
per cent of what appears to be a new mosaic disease, which 
seemed to occur irrespective of the locality in the State where 
the crop was grown, the seedsman from whom stocks were 
obtained, or of the date of planting. It is stated that the 
new mosaic disease appears to be seed-borne. 


Expansion of Mushroom Industry 


It is stated in the September 22 issue of Marketing Activi- 
ties published by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics that 
expansion of the mushroom industry in response to consumer 
demand stimulated by the manufacture of mushroom soups 
and canned mushrooms is indicated by trade estimates that 
the production of mushrooms is now about 30,000,000 pounds 
a year. Much of the fresh crop, grown in cellars and caves 
in many States, is marketed in the fall, but recent improve- 
ments in production methods are said to be making mush- 
rooms marketable the year around. 


New York Grapes Must Be Labeled 


According to the September 22 issue of Marketing Activi- 
ties the Director of the New York State Bureau of Markets 
announced this week that amendments to the New York State 
rape law enacted by the recent legislature apply to both open 
and closed packages offered for sale this season. If packed 
according to grade, the container must be marked upon an 
irremovable part of the package to show the grade and the 


name and address of the packer or producer. If the grapes 
are not packed to grade, then the package must be marked 
“ungraded” upon an irremovable part of the package. The 
law applies to all grapes offered for sale, but exempts grapes 
to be delivered to processing plants. The accepted United 
States grades are U. S. Fancy Table, U. S. No. 1 Table, U. S. 
No. 1 Juice, and “Unclassified.” 


Heretofore, grades were marked only on the cover of closed 
packages. Copies of the new law are obtainable from the 
Bureau of Markets, State Department of Agriculture and 
Markets, Albany, New York. 


Japanese Exports of Canned Tuna 


Japanese canned tuna exports during the first six months 
of 1937 amounted to 10,162,900 kin (1 kin equals 1.32 lbs.), 
according to the monthly statistics of the Japanese Minister 
of Finance. The breakdown of these statistics for the first 
five months of the year as compiled by the Canned Tuna Ex- 
porters Association, shows that exports of white meat tuna 
during the January-May period of 1937 amounted to 356,422 
cases, of which 309,780 went to United States, 57,138 to Bel- 
gium, 10,112 to Canada and the remainder to scattered other 
countries. During the same period exports of light meat tuna 
totaled 35,704 cases of which none was shipped to the United 
States. It is impossible to say just how much more canned 
tuna will be shipped to the United States this year but the 
Canned Tuna Exporters Association asserts that it has no 
intention of exceeding the 350,000 cases per annum which 
constituted the informal agreement between the exporters in 
Japan and the West-coast trade in this country. This state- 
ment was received by the Department of Commerce from the 
commercial attache at Tokio under date of August 18th. 


Broadcast on Dairy Products 


A radio address on dairy products will be broadcast over 
the coast-to-coast network of the Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem on Tuesday afternoon, November 23rd, from 4:30 to 5:00, 
according to a recent announcement of the Department of 
Commerce. 

The address will be given by Harry R. Daniel, and is one 
of a series of Tuesday afternoon broadcasts that the Depart- 
ment of Commerce has scheduled for this fall and winter 
devoted to stories of great American industries. Except for 
several additional features the talks will be in the same form 
as those in the recent Department of Commerce series which 
included an address on the canning and preserving industry. 


Forecast of Freight Movement 


Freight car loadings in the fourth quarter of 1937 are ex- 
pected to be about 6.2 per cent above actual loadings in the 
corresponding quarter in 1936, according to estimates com- 
piled by the thirteen Shippers’ Regional Advisory Boards 
and made public by the Association of American Railroads. 

Loadings of canned goods, including canned food products 
and catsup, jams, jellies, olives, pickles, preserves, etc., it is 
estimated, will total 48,101 carloads during the fourth quarter 
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of 1937 as compared with actual loadings of 42,418 cars dur- 
ing the corresponding quarter of the preceding year. This is 
an estimated increase of 13.4 per cent. 


Vegetable Crops Situation 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics issued on September 
2%h the following reports on prices and production of vege- 
tables for the fresh market and for canning. 


Truck Crops 


Market prices of many of the fresh vegetables rose sharply 
during the past month, in response to smaller marketings 
occasioned by heavy rains in the eastern part of the country. 

Eastern market prices of potatoes and most truck crops for 
market during the middle of September were higher than a 
month ago and truck crops were generally higher than a year 
earlier. Prices of broccoli, carrots, honey dew melons, Valen- 
cia-type onions, sweetpotatoes, and turnips were the excep- 
tions, being lower than the prices of a month earlier, and 
prices of potatoes, cabbage, carrots, honey dew melons, lettuce, 
peas, and turnips were lower than a year earlier. At Chicago 
prices of beets, eastern topped carrots, celery, eggplant, canta- 
loups, peppers, potatoes, and sweetpotatoes were lower than 
in August; and prices of snap beans, beets, cabbage, eastern 
topped carrots, lettuce, peas, spinach, sweetpotatoes, tomatoes, 
and potatoes were lower than a year earlier. 

In most instances in which prices were lower, production 
is larger this season and a large proportion of the market 
supply is readily available in the central and western States 
where weather conditions have been favorable to normal mar- 
ketings. In some cases, the price declines were no more than 
seasonal. 

Crop development in most of the late States continued fair 
to good during August and the first half of September. Pro- 
duction of most of the late-grown potatoes and vegetables is 
indicated to be larger than that of last year, and market sup- 
plies during the fall and early winter months are expected to 
be plentiful. Production of late snap beans is indicated to be 
72 per cent greater than last year; late cabbage is 26 per 
cent up; late carrots, 36 per cent; late celery, 18 per cent; 
late lettuce, 17 per cent; late peas, 10 per cent; late tomatoes, 
14 per cent; late potatoes, 18 per cent, and sweetpotatoes up 
17 per cent. On the other hand, the production of late onions 
is indicated to be about 13 per cent lower than in 1936. This 


is the only major vegetable for market for which a decrease 
in production is indicated. 


Canning Crops 


With the exception of tomatoes, the indicated production 
of truck crops for canning and other manufacture continues 
to be far greater than the relatively small production last 
year, and in a few instances record-breaking crops are indi- 
cated. The September estimates for snap beans, sweet corn, 
green peas, and tomatoes were reduced somewhat from those 
of August. The indicated 1937 production of each of the 
canning vegetables is far above the 1928-32 average. 

It is expected that the canned pack of the various vegetables 
will reflect the increased field production of these crops. Pre- 
liminary reports on the 1937 pack of green peas indicate 
23,400,000 cases of all sizes, compared with 16,178,000 cases 
last year. This would be the largest pack of peas on record, 
except for the 1935 season, when the total was 23,762,324 
cases of all sizes. 

Wholesale prices of the leading canned vegetables in mid- 
September were all lower than at the same time a year ago, 
with the exception of asparagus, which was considerably 
higher, and tomato juice, which has held steady in price. 
Compared with mid-September of 1936, recent prices have 
been 20 per cent to 25 per cent lower for green beans, sweet 
corn, green peas, sauerkraut, and spinach. Since mid-August 
1937, there has been a slight price decline for carrots and a 
rather sharp decline for corn, but canned tomatoes advanced 
a few cents during the month, on reports of further damage 
to the tomato crop. 
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